WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY
STAFF COUNCIL MINUTES
MARCH 5, 2008

The WKU Staff Council met on March 5, 2008 at Thomson Complex Central Wing 368. Those present
were Diane Carver, Larry (Tex) Currington, Cheryl Lewis‐Smith, Chester McNulty, Sherry Nation, Jennifer
Ragan, Angela Robertson, Darrel Saalwaechter, Tamela Smith, and Mike Young. Those not present were
Larry Hardin, Trish Jaggers, James Kennedy, Todd Misener, Shannon Ward, and Stephanie Wimsatt.
Chester McNulty, designated member on the Benefits Committee gave us an update, although no
decisions have been made yet. It was decided that we would have a special meeting to review the
Resolution passed by the University Senate concerning use of the University’s health insurance
contributions.
Larry Hardin a member of the Staff Council has retired as of last month. Since this is so late in the
academic year it was decided that Tamela Smith, Staff Regent be allowed to fill the position through the
remainder of the year as a voting member, as stated in the Staff Council Constitution and By‐laws.
Angela Robertson met with Bob Ware and he will try to come to the April meeting.
Angela received an email from Kenny Blair, from the University of Kentucky concerning a state budget
resolution. He would like for each Staff Congresses, Councils, Senates etc. throughout the state to pass
a resolution. We have reviewed several and will come up with one from Western Kentucky University.
It will be in next month’s minutes.
One of the most effective – and easiest – ways to contact your legislator is by simply calling 1‐800‐372‐
7181. This option will allow you to provide your opinion to your legislator about an issue. For instance,
if you want to voice your support for WKU during this budget session, you may want to call the number
and say the following: “I support WKU and its State Budget Resolution Plan. I hope you will work to find
additional funds to support WKU with more operating dollars than currently proposed in the Governor’s
budget.”
The finalized Staff Satisfaction Survey for 2008 which was created by committee was passed around the
Staff Council. It will be mailed out on Monday, March 10, 2008. The deadline for its return is Friday,
March 21, 2008.
Due to not having 2/3 members present a motion was made by Cheryl Lewis‐Smith to waive the quorum
rule in order to conduct Staff Council business.
The motion was seconded by Chester McNulty. The motion passed. Staff Council elections was
discussed next. The members who will be going off and cannot rerun this coming election again are
Chester McNulty and Larry Hardin. The members who will be going off and can rerun again are
Stephanie Wimsatt, Trish Jaggers, Darrell Saalwaechter and Todd Misener. Angela stated that since
Larry Hardin retired, that will leave 3 vacancies to fill in the Technical/Skilled/Service Maintenance area.

Chester McNulty made the motion that who ever receives the most number of votes in this area will
serve a 3 year term instead of a 2 year term for this term only. Tamela Smith seconded the motion. The
motion passed. It was also stated that a staff member may vote for any category area the number of
positions to fill. This is different than before, when a staff member could only vote in the category area
they currently were employed. (Example: we will have two vacancies in Secretarial/ Support Personnel,
three vacancies in Technical/Skilled/Maintenance, and one vacancy in Professional Non‐Faculty; staff
members will be able to vote in all three categories for the available vacancies). Nominations go out
March 26th; Deadline for Nomination April 9th; and Elections Aprils 24nd.
The WKU Employee Wellness Program will hold their Employee Health Fair on Friday, April 11, 2008.
You may have your blood drawn at Health Services during March 10th – 14th, 2008 from 8:00 a.m. –
11:30 a.m. by appointment only. Call 745‐5641 for an appointment.
Roger Murphy and Dan Meyers, members of the ACE Internationalization Laboratory committee met
with us to discuss their purpose. They are trying to create a strategic plan to include study abroad,
foreign students coming to WKU, curriculum, and outreach. They would like to include staff in their
subcommittees. The following subcommittees are being created: Recruitment, Retention and
Programming, Study Abroad, Exchange Agreements, Research and Grants, Curriculum, Assessment and
Outreach. If anyone is interested in being in these committees please contact them immediately.
The location of the next meeting on April 2, 2008 will be Tate Page Hall Room 332.
Minutes recorded by Diane Carver

